Changes in lower third molar position in the young adult.
Changes in position of unerupted lower third molars between 18 and 21 years were examined in a group of 17 men and 24 women with intact lower arches. Mesiodistal third molar angulation, molar space, molar space condition, and buccolingual third molar angulation and the changes in these dimensions were measured on 60 degree cephalograms taken at 18 and 21 years. At 18 years molar space was inadequate by an average of 5.0 mm. Average changes in dimensions were statistically nonsignificant except for an increase in molar space of 0.7 mm. Changes in third molar position ranged from 39 degrees to -46 degrees in the mesiodistal and from 24 degrees to -24 degrees in the buccolingual dimension. Only 10 third molars did not change their mesiodistal angulation. Four third molars erupted fully during the observation period.